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Including:
Autumn tour details - Burton-on-Trent - September 10th
Dates for all 2011 & 2012 Guild meetings
New guidelines for tour organisers
All change for Wheeltapper!



GUILD AUTUMN TOUR TO BURTON-ON-TRENT - SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2011

The Autumn tour will take place in the Burton-on-Trent area on Saturday 10th September. At-
tempts to organise the tour around Derbyshire, as planned at the 2010 AGM ran into difficulties
with towers and the decision was made to change the location to Burton-on-Trent.

The itinerary is as follows:

No 2 Bus dep Burton Railway Station 10.15

arr Horninglow 10:25

Ring at Horninglow 10.30–11.15

Catch No 1 bus 11.15 ish

arr Rolleston 11.24

Ring at Rolleston 11.30–12.15

Lunch at Spread Eagle at Rolleston

No 1 Bus dep Rolleston 14.11

arr Burton-on-Trent St Chad’s 14:25 ish

Ringing at Burton-on-Trent St Chad’s 14.45–15.30

No 2 Bus dep St Chad’s 15:35 ish

arr St Modwen’s 15:43

Ring at Burton-on-Trent St Modwen’s 16:00–16:45

No 2 or 2A Bus dep Burton New St every 15 minutes until 18:12–arrives at Station 3 minutes
later.

Full details of train travel to and from Burton-on-Trent can be obtained from National Rail Enquir-
ies at www.nationalrail.co.uk or by telephone on 08457 484950.

Paul Marshall.
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Whitchurch pictured on AGM day from
the bridge over the River Thames.

COVER PICTURE



GUILD AGM - THAMES VALLEY

The AGM of the Guild took place on the Thames Valley after yet an-
other attempt to go to the Gloucestershire & Warwickshire Railway
failed due to another landslide!

Members met on the Saturday morning outside St.Mary’s church in 
Reading to ring on the 8 fine bells. A short hike across town to St
Giles followed and again we had a decent ring on the 8 bells there. It
was evident from the inside of the belfry that a budding GRR member
is a local ringer!

Following our ringing in Reading, members returned to Reading sta-
tion to board a train to Pangbourne. Unfortunately, some uncharac-
teristically late running on Great Western meant that the assembled
gathering had to view the throngs of Henley regatta attendees - very

colourful and daring in
some cases! Eventually,
our train arrived and
we proceeded to Pang-
bourne for a ring there
and the AGM itself in
the church. The meeting was largely uneventful. The finan-
cial statement was presented by Sue Bassett and agreed by
the members subject to audit by Dave Wilkinson. There
were no rule changes. All the standing officers were re-
elected en-block. Future meeting dates were agreed and it
was also agreed that a standing committee would be
formed to agree venues, etc for the dates agreed (see back
page of this Wheeltapper for details of venues).

Following the AGM, a short walk across the river (see
photo on front page of Wheeltapper) led us to the pictur-
esque village of Whitchurch and a ring in the creaky tower!

Ian Cochrane is seen firmly in
control above!

After Whitchurch, a short walk
back to Pangbourne station and
then on to the Great Western
Railway centre at Didcot.

A chance to walk around this
lovely museum before a quick
ring on the 3 up in the town.

A grand day out all round but we
could have done with more peo-
ple to extend the range of ring-
ing and give some of us a rest!

Tony Manktelow.



AN OPEN LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Some members have been expressing concerns with recent meeting arrangements:

Lateness of advertising of details.

Excessive walking distances/no alternative public/private transport.

Imbalance of ringing time (or number of towers) and time spent on “attractions”.

In order to address these concerns, the Standing Committee (Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and
Wheeltapper Editor) has met and drafted a set of guidelines to assist the volunteer organisers of
meetings. A copy is included in the Wheeltapper for comment by members.

The main change proposed is that if you have an idea for a meeting venue then you will in future
need to put a (fully-researched) meeting plan together and send it to the Secretary or raise it in per-
son at the AGM. If you are not actually going to organise the event yourself then make sure you
have a nominated organiser who will make your proposal a reality. All meeting plans will be consid-
ered by the AGM each year.

It would also be useful for the committee to hear from the membership as to what you would like
future meetings to encompass.  The objects of the GRR are “To advance and improve the art and 
exercise of bell ringing in the service of the church and to promote harmony and fellowship among
ringers especially in the railway industry.”  

1 - Has the Guild been concentrating too much on trying to find a railway-connected attraction,
rather than on the ringing fellowship?

2 - Would you like more towers/ringing on meeting days?
3 - Would you like a full week-end programme?
4 - Would arranged transport between towers or a maximum walking distance of, say, 10 minutes

between encourage you to attend more often?
5 - Would you be happy to commit and pay in advance if private transport were arranged for a

meeting?
6 - Why is there a lack of support to Northern meetings?
7 - Any other comments/suggestions?

It is also hoped that the Guild can develop a website in the near future to keep members informed
of Guild events and to provide news updates on Guild issues as they develop. Watch this space!

We also want to encourage new members to join the Guild. We are all probably aware of railway
ringers who are not members of the Guild. A recruitment campaign to increase membership is also
something we have discussed.

Please bring thoughts to the next AGM with venue Meeting Plans which will fulfil your desires.

Chris Bassett

Chairman
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DATES OF MEETINGS
Dates of forthcoming meetings shall normally be decided at the AGM and are to remain set unless outside in-
fluences prevent the date being maintained.

GUIDELINES FOR ORGANISERS

When organising a meeting the following must be taken into consideration: -
1 - The initial meeting point must have National Rail access or by public transport from the National Rail Net-

work.

2 - A heritage railway / museum / other means of transport (i.e. Tram etc) at the venue, whilst desirable is not
obligatory. Other non-railway related places of interest / attractions can be offered as part of the meeting
itinerary.

3 - A favourable balance towards time spent ringing/number of rings of bells against time spent at

non ringing activities should be achieved.

4 - Consideration must be given to walking time, distance and elevation between points in the itinerary to en-
sure that all members (with varying levels of fitness) can keep to the time schedules. Consideration should
be given to the provision of additional vehicular transport e.g., car sharing, taxis, mini-bus hire, public bus
timetable or coach hire.

5 - The overall charge to those attending (to include administration, Ringing World adverts (for possible costs
then consult the Hon Treasurer), tower fees and transport if provided) if possible should be kept to less
than £15 per person per meeting day.

VENUES FOR MEETINGS
At the AGM or later at any non business meeting, the proposer must give an outline of the Meeting Plan to-
gether with estimated administration / transport costs and the name of the organiser, before any proposition
can be voted upon by the membership. Propositions with Meeting Plan can be sent at any time to the Hon
Secretary.

COSTINGS
As far as possible all meetings should be self funded. However, financial subsidy may be available if additional
transport is needed. Contact with the Hon Treasurer in advance of the arrangements publication date to
check if a subsidy can be made for the event from Guild funds.

PUBLICATION / ADVERTISING OF MEETING ARRANGEMENTS

Final arrangements of a meeting must be in the hands of the Hon Secretary at least 8 weeks prior to the meet-
ing date. The Hon Secretary will place relevant adverts in the Ringing World, Campanophile and circulate to
the membership.  Information will also appear in “The Wheeltapper” if an edition is imminent. 

Chairman: Chris Bassett, Hon Secretary: Chris Mew, Hon Treasurer: Sue Bassett, Wheeltapper
Editor: Tony Manktelow.

GUIDELINES FOR TOUR ORGANISERS



GUILD DIARY

10th September 2011 - Guild Autumn meeting to Burton-on-Trent (see page 2 of this Wheeltapper for full
details)

25th February 2012 - Guild winter meeting. Originally planned for Oxford but we have been having diffi-
culties securing towers in the city. We will probably plump for another venue and advise you accordingly.
Full details will be sent, by the Secretary, nearer the time in a ‘Wheeltapper Bulletin’.

21st April 2012 - Guild Spring meeting to the Robin Hood line in Nottinghamshire. Ringing between Not-
tingham, Mansfield and Worksop with travel by tram, train and possibly bus! More details from the Secretary
in due course.

7th July 2012 - The Guild AGM will take place in Brighton. There will be ringing in the town and a chance
to visit the historic Volk’s Electric Railway on the seafront.  Dressing as Mods or Rockers is not essential!

8th September 2012 - Guild Autumn meeting on the picturesque line that connects Sheffield, Huddersfield
and Stalybridge. Some fine bells and some fine beer on this trip with visits to two pubs on Huddersfield sta-
tion, the station buffet at Stalybridge and possibly a night cap in the beerhouse at Sheffield station? There will
be a few towers along the route as well…..

Book these dates in your diary now to avoid disappointment or double-booking yourself!

The Guild needs your support. The more ringers we have on tours, the better the ringing, the more varied
the ringing and the more sociable the event - please come along and join us for the day.

Tony Manktelow.

2011 SUBSCRIPTIONS
2011 subscriptions are still due from some members. Those of you who have not yet paid can still for-
ward your subs to the Treasurer.

Subs should be sent in the post to the Treasurer or can be paid in person at any Guild meeting.
Please make sure that cheques are made payable to   “The Guild of Railway Ringers”   - It makes pay-
ing them into the account so much easier if made out correctly! Thanks for your help!

Sue Bassett - Treasurer.

Probably words that have been shouted on railways station plat-
forms since before Huskison was killed–although usually more
like “Stand well clear of the platform edge–fast train approach-
ing”.
We actually missed a unique memorial in Reading on Saturday
2nd July.
The memorial is situated in St Laurence’s churchyard (10 
bells). I worked in Reading from 1999 onwards for a few years
and had completely forgotten–or never knew that it was
there. I (re)discovered it a few days after the AGM.
It is the memorial to Henry West, aged 24, who in March 1840
was blown off the station roof in Reading by a whirlwind.
Stand well clear of the edge indeed! Cue for a quarter to cele-
brate this 175th anniversary in 2015?

Chris Hutchinson.

STAND WELL CLEAR OF
THE EDGE!
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Chairman - Chris Bassett:

23 Hanmer Way, STAPLEHURST, Kent, TN12 0NR.

Telephone 01580 891917.

Email: chrisnsuebassett@tiscali.co.uk

Secretary - Chris Mew:

82 Coventry Road, WARWICK, CV34 5HH.

Telephone 01926 402273.

Email: grrsecretary@aol.com

Treasurer - Sue Bassett:

23 Hanmer Way, STAPLEHURST, Kent, TN12 0NR.

Telephone 01580 891917.

Email: chrisnsuebassett@tiscali.co.uk

Wheeltapper Editor - Tony Manktelow:

19 Bull Close, BOZEAT, Northamptonshire, NN29 7LR.

Telephone 01933 665113.

Mobile 07771 612321

Email: grrwheeltapper@aol.com

GUILD OFFICER CONTACT DETAILS

ALL CHANGE FOR WHEELTAPPER!

It’s all change for Wheeltapper!  The standing committee of the Guild has decided that Wheeltapper 
in it’s current form will only be issued once a year between the AGM and Autumn meetings of the 
Guild (late August). This is to communicate the outputs of the AGM to all members and to give a
run down of Guild events in the preceding year. Throughout the rest of the year, a smaller
‘Wheeltapper Bulletin’ will be issued by the Secretary prior to Guild meetings.  This will contain in-
formation relevant to the forthcoming meeting and any other relevant news for members. The Sec-
retary may also issue additional ‘Wheeltapper Bulletins’ as and when required.  

It is also hoped to establish a Guild website to keep members better informed of Guild events and
news - this in itself lessens the need for a regular quarterly Wheeltapper. It is also hoped that a web-
site would improve recruitment to the Guild as well.

The copy date for the next Wheeltapper (Autumn 2012) is 15th August 2012 - please submit all arti-
cles by this date.

Tony Manktelow—Wheeltapper Editor

This wonderful sign was spotted by Chris
Mew. It originates from Reedham ferry in
Norfolk and gives precise instructions to
those who wish to summon the ferryman
from his slumber!  He’s obviously not a fan 
of the bells and clearly likes to keep the
noise down to a minimum! No opportuni-
ties for record lengths here then! Chris
also snapped this magnificent fire engine at
Whitchurch on the AGM weekend.

Short Peals Sufficient!



Guild Secretary
82 Coventry Road

Warwick

Phone: 01926 402273
Mobile: 07786 728509

E-mail: grrsecretary@aol.com

THE GUILD OF RAILWAY
RINGERS

10th September 2011 - Guild Autumn meet-
ing to Burton-on-Trent (see page 2 of this
Wheeltapper for full details)

25th February 2012 - Guild winter meeting.
Originally planned for Oxford but will probably
be a different venue to be advised. Full details
will be sent, by the Secretary, nearer the time in
a ‘Wheeltapper Bulletin’.

21st April 2012 - Guild Spring meeting to the
Robin Hood line in Nottinghamshire. Ringing
between Nottingham, Mansfield and Worksop
with travel by tram, train and possibly bus!
More details from the Secretary in due course.

7th July 2012 - The Guild AGM will take place
in Brighton. There will be ringing in the town
and a chance to visit the historic Volk’s Electric 
Railway on the seafront.

8th September 2012 - Guild Autumn meeting
on the picturesque line that connects Sheffield,
Huddersfield and Stalybridge.

Please note that other events can be held in ad-
dition to these dates. Please feel free to volun-
teer to arrange a tour! Make sure that you take
account of the Guild’s new guidelines for tour 
organisers (see page 5 of this Wheeltapper).

Guild events are also advertised in The Ringing
World and on Campanophile.

Chris Mew - Secretary

GUILD DIARY—MAKE A RECORD
OF THE DATES

This blast from the past was supplied by Ken Baker
from an article that appeared in Westinghouse News
in the late 1980s!  Don’t you all look youthful!

A bit of Brunel’s atmospheric railway on show at the 
Great Western Railway centre in Didcot on AGM day.


